SPOTLIGHT: COLEDALE

Significant renovations turned this Kiama Downs home from a dark place to something light and bright that took advantage of the
property’s coastal location.

Letting the light in
Turning a self-confessed ‘‘ugly
duckling’’ home into a modern
beachfront property was the latest
building challenge for Kiama
company Paul L Kirk.
The Kiama Downs home was
a rectangular prism with a 1970s
style red brick exterior, tiled
roofing and tiny windows.
The home’s retro building
design prevented the owners from
appreciating northern light and
summer beach breezes and
confined them to living within
dark rooms.
The astute owners saw the
home’s renovation potential and
bought the property at auction
with the intention of taking
advantage of the site’s coastal
location and flat block.
Wanting to shake off the
home’s tired and dated look, they
engaged the Paul L Kirk team to
undertake a significant addition
and alteration to the existing
framework.
Transforming the home’s
limited interior to a light-filled,
spacious property was at the
forefront of the renovations.
The builders used white, tonal
colours to enable sunlight to
reflect around the home,

4 Gifford St, Coledale
Auction: July 24
There are many possibilities for this property
which is being offered for the first time in more
than 20 years.
The five-bedroom, two-storey brick home has
two kitchens, large downstairs living and
balconies upstairs and downstairs with ocean
views.
The house is set on a 1490sqm block.
Contact: Michael O’Neill, Ray White Thirroul,
4268 5577.

SUBURB SNAPSHOT

Among the extensive renovations were the home cinema (left) and bathroom.

emphasising the perspective of
space.
They also used windows and
decking to open up the living
spaces and allow natural light to
flow into the home.
The property’s former entry
point was difficult to discern so
the building team created a
dramatic front entry featuring a
crafted timber door, entry steps
and gate.
The new kitchen and living
areas look out to views of the
ocean and use timber flooring,

LOWEST HOME LOANS RANKED BY AAPR%

white trimmings and splashes of
colour to create a modern, fresh
feel.
A parents’ retreat was built to
give the owners privacy and
included a timber verandah that
maximises views of Cathedral
Rocks.
The home cinema is ideal for
the whole family and is a space
for games, movies and sounds
that uses brown, plush carpet and
dark lighting to create a homey
feel.
Administration manager Leisa
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Collins Securities
IMB Limited
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HomeSide Lending
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Kirk said the owners’ strong
vision for the property and
involvement in the construction
process helped create a home that
reflected their initial vision.
‘‘It is a pleasure to build for
people knowing they can always
enjoy living in their homes and be
proud of their home,’’ she says.
‘‘Building or renovating is a
significant investment; we
understand this and endeavour to
provide individual attention and
honesty to our clients.’’
EMMA SPILLETT

The beginning of the coalmining industry in Coledale
led to the expansion of the area following the
opening of the first mine in 1889.
It was abandoned because of problems with
underground water but was later redeveloped and in
1902 became the North Bulli Colliery.
Among Coledale’s early settlers was Clem Carrick
who for 22 years ran a one-man sawmill known as
Coledale Timbers Ltd.
He handled thousands of tons of timber a year,
cutting down the trees, transporting them, sawing
them and then dressing the timber before sale.
In 1902 a railway platform was built at Coledale
including a post and telegraph office and two years
later public transport was two trains per day.
In 1903 a village was surveyed and land lots
auctioned. The land was owned by Wigram Allen.

House median price*: $665,000 (8 per cent
growth)
Currently on the market: 21 properties
Average days on market: 190
* 12 months to April 2010. Source: APM

CANSTAR CANNEX STAR RATED 3 YEAR FIXED HOME LOANS
Institution

Easy Street Fin Services
Credit Union Australia
Select Credit Union
Qantas Staff CU
mecu
RAMS
Austral Mortgage
A M O Group
Members Equity
Newcastle Permanent

Product

Easy Street 3 year Fixed
3 year Fixed
Super Mortgage 3yr Fixed
Options 3 year Fixed
3 year Fixed
Fixed ProPack1 3yr
Advantage Plus 3yr Fixed
3 year Fixed
Super Member 3yr Fixed
3 year Fixed

Rate AAPR

7.09
7.59
7.99
7.99
7.49
7.23
7.50
7.58
7.79
7.49

6.90
7.12
7.21
7.35
7.01
7.04
7.05
7.12
7.23
7.25

Payment Principal + Star
frequencies interest rating

wfm
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wfm
m
wfm
wfm
wfm
wfm
wfm
wfm

P+I
Both
Both
Both
P+I
Both
Both
Both
P+I
Both

Source: CANSTAR CANNEX 13-07-10

Source: CANSTAR CANNEX 13-07-10

Notes: The AAPR is calculated on a $250,000 loan over 25 years and includes any upfront, ongoing and discharge fees where
applicable. Disclaimer: The information in this table is provided as a guide only. Neither CANSTAR CANNEX nor the Providers
warrants the accuracy of any information and neither is responsible for any loss, damage or expense incurred by you as a
result of use of the data herein. In most cases, the rates indicated are available to new customers only. It is recommended that
you conﬁrm it with the Provider before acting on it. Source: www.canstarcannex.com.au

Notes: CANSTAR CANNEX star ratings is an independent analysis of products by combining the rates and fees over 24 months and
an assessment on over 100 features and ﬂexibilities. Stars from 1 to 5 are awarded to products in the top 75% only.
Source: www.canstarcannex.com.au
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Have you got the right Mortgage Broker
helping you with your Home Loan?
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Let my 25 years lending experience take the stress out of
ﬁnding the right home loan for you.

