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Mortgage House of Aust  Pure Basic  5.95  5.94  d w f m  Yes
HSBC  Home Rewards Loan  6.64  6.06  w f m  Yes
Mortgage House of Aust  Thrifty Access  6.20  6.19  d w f m  Yes
Credit Union Australia  Standard Variable  6.37  6.22  w f m  Yes
Encompass Credit Union  Transport Pack Variable  6.00  6.22  w f m  Yes
Mortgage House of Aust  Vantage Offset HL Var  5.99  6.23  w f m  Yes
Mortgage House of Aust  Freedom Home Loan  6.25  6.24  d w f m  Yes
Qantas Staff CU  Step Ahead Var <$500K  6.24  6.24 w f m  Yes
mecu  First Home Buyers Loan  6.34  6.37  w f m  Yes
IMB Limited  Budget Home Loan 6.27  6.37  w f m  Yes

Source: CANSTAR CANNEX 27-04-10
Notes: The AAPR is calculated on a $250,000 loan over 25 years and includes any upfront, ongoing and discharge fees where 

applicable. Disclaimer: The information in this table is provided as a guide only. Neither CANSTAR CANNEX nor the Providers 

warrants the accuracy of any information and neither is responsible for any loss, damage or expense incurred by you as a 

result of use of the data herein. In most cases, the rates indicated are available to new customers only. It is recommended that 

you confi rm it with the Provider before acting on it. Source: www.canstarcannex.com.au  

LOWEST HOME LOANS RANKED BY AAPR%
Institution Product Rate AAPR Payment 

frequencies

Lumpsum 
Repayments 

allowed
Star

rating

CANSTAR CANNEX STAR RATED PREMIUM VARIABLE HOME LOANS
Institution Product Rate AAPR Payment 

frequencies
Principal + 

interest

Source: CANSTAR CANNEX 27-04-10
Notes: CANSTAR CANNEX star ratings is an independent analysis of products by combining the rates and fees over 24 months and 

an assessment on over 100 features and fl exibilities. Stars from 1 to 5 are awarded to products in the top 75% only. 

Source: www.canstarcannex.com.au  

Select Credit Union  Super Mortgage Loan  6.34  6.37  d w f m  Both
Newcastle Permanent  Premium Plus Pkg <$500k  6.24  6.40     Both
nab  Tailor Choice Pkg $250k+  6.29  6.50  w f m  Both
NSW Teachers Credit Un  Smart HLoan Rewards Pkg  6.44  6.58  w f m  P+I 
Holiday Coast CU  Home Sweet Home Ln$250k+  6.50  6.60  d w f m  Both
ANZ Bank  anz@work Package <$700k  6.56  6.61  w f m  Both
ANZ Bank  Prof Mort Pkg <$700k  6.56  6.62  w f m  Both
ANZ Bank  Breakfree Pkg $250k+  6.46  6.65  w f m  Both
St George Bank  SV Advantage Pkg $250k+  6.48  6.69  w f m  Both
Qantas Staff CU  Step Ahead Var <$500K  6.24  6.24  w f m  IO

SPOTLIGHT: Thirroul

9 George St, Thirroul
Auction: May 22, 1.30pm
(Price guide $800,000)

This four-bedroom federation style cottage has
all the charm of the upmarket Hamptons in New
York with a modern touch, according to Andrew
Hedley of Bevans Thirroul. Featuring hardwood
floors, high ceilings, double garage with loft and
level yard, the home is a short stroll to cafes,
restaurants, train and the beach. Contact Bevans
Thirroul 4267 3444
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SUBURB SNAPSHOT
Settlers moved into the Thirroul (North Bulli) area in
the 1870s.

Tourism could be said to have been the first real
industry in the area due to the construction of the
railway beginning in 1882, linking Sydney with Kiama.

Thirroul, then known as Robbinsville after
Frederick Robbins who owned land in the area, was
easily accessible to everyone and it became a
popular family seaside holiday destination with
boarding houses and holiday cottages in demand.

The name Thirroul was officially adopted in 1891.
Coal was discovered in the area in 1895 in a creek
bed off Fords Rd and five years later Excelsior No 1
coalmine was opened.

In 1912 postmaster T Horan built the open-air
Kings Theatre.
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House median price*: $560,000 (7 per cent
growth)
Currently on the market: 53 properties
Average days on market: Average days on
market: 114

* 12 months to February 2010. Source: APM
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The addition of outdoor rooms and the revamping of the interior has allowed the owners to personalise this Kiama home.

House is outside-in
Breaking down the barriers
between the indoors and outdoors
has helped a Kiama couple create
a haven at home.

Through the use of garden
rooms, they are now able to fully
enjoy the stunning outlook and
tranquillity their acre (0.4ha)
property affords.

The pair fell in love with the
original architecturally designed
home, and through a clever
renovation they have really made
it their own.

Kiama company Paul L Kirk
Construction and Design carried
out the work which concentrated
on the indoor-outdoor theme and
included the addition of a fernery,
courtyard, decking and a
swimming pool.

‘‘Each room now has direct
access to some sort of plantlife
and view of the outdoor areas,’’
the building company’s
administration officer Leisa Kirk
said.

‘‘Using large comfort glass
windows, French styled doors and
stacking doors edged in western
red cedar, the indoor outdoor
rooms of the home are
amalgamated.

‘‘Light, air and sound circulate
through the home; from the
fountain of their fish pond, their
fernery dappled with light, their

wet-edged pool allowing the eye
to drift across the rural and ocean
views, to their courtyard garden
beside their main bedroom and
ensuite.’’

Inside the home, the main
bedroom, hallway and bathroom
were revamped, while the owner
put her own touches on the
interior design.

‘‘The clients really liked the
house, its outlook and the privacy
and they just wanted to put their
own stamp on it,’’ Mrs Kirk said.

‘‘They have travelled
extensively through Asia and
Africa, and have a passion for cats
and the outdoors. They really
wanted their home to tell the story
of them and their travels and their
passions.’’

The creation of the outdoor
rooms and the clever interior
design which features large potted
plants, a number of soft
furnishings, ornaments and
paintings with tiger, leopard and
lion prints and motifs, have helped
them achieve that aim.

The painted walls were even
acid-washed to create a textured
mix of colour - light and dark
browns with bronze highlights -
that suits the theme.

Mrs Kirk said the concept of
bringing the outdoors inside was
something that a lot the

company’s clients were now
requesting - whether they were
building a new home, or
renovating an existing one.

‘‘People want to blend the
indoors with the outdoors and it
can be as simple as removing
what’s in-between (doors or walls)
and opening the space up,’’ she
said.

‘‘Parents especially say they
want to be able to see their
children playing outside when
they are inside.

‘‘And for those of us fortunate
enough to live on the South Coast,
with its blue skies and waters and
greenery, it’s great to be able to

enjoy all that, to embrace the great
year-round climate that we have.’’

Mrs Kirk said the owners of the
Kiama home can now meander
and relax in their outdoor rooms
throughout the year.

LISA WACHSMUTH
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STOCKTAKE SALE
Exclusive Imported Italian Nicoletti Lounge Suites

*LIMITED FLOOR STOCK ONLY & REASONABLE OFFERS CONSIDERED

This is a rare opportunity to buy top quality lounge suites made in Italy,
casual dining settings & a large range in Lowline entertainment units

COME TO NORTH SIDE OF WOLLONGONG
...AND FIND THE BEST QUALITY FURNITURE YOU ARE LOOKING FOR!

Open 7 days 9am to 5pm
429 Princes Highway, Corrimal   4284 3778
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