SPOTLIGHT: FIGTREE

Riverleigh’s deck (left) looks out onto Gerroa Point and Shoalhaven Heads and there’s a lift to the top level (right).

A perfect panorama
Unimpeded views of the South
Coast were the inspiration for the
architecture of a newly built home
in Gerroa.
The Paul L Kirk Construction
and Design team spent 11 months
building the Riverleigh property
for a retired couple who bought
the block of land with the
intention of putting their own
stamp on their future home.
This attitude was reflected in
the planning and design process
and Paul L Kirk administration
manager Leisa Kirk said the
owners were hands-on in their
desire for the home to suit the
coastal environment.
‘‘They knew (it) had to reflect
the stunning surrounds and do
justice to the views. From sunrise
to sunset, the (home) holds
outstanding views and the colours
alter according to the daytime
hour,’’ she says.
Innovative design was utilised
on the top floor, combined with a
variety of windows and decking to
take advantage of the site’s
panoramic views.
Kirk said the owners had
shared their dream of a deck to
look out onto Gerroa Point and
Shoalhaven Heads.
‘‘They love to sit on the deck in

the summer evenings with birds
singing, the sun setting and the
beach just there,’’ she says.
The Kirk team built a deck
facing the property’s southern
side, along with a large window in
the dining room area and two
picture-frame windows, which
look out onto Seven Mile Beach
and the lagoon, so the owners
could enjoy the view from every
corner of the home.
The home’s top level was
designed with a concave shape to
allow the couple to move around
while being visually directed
towards the stunning views.
Kirk says the owners have also
installed a lift to improve
accessibility to the upstairs level
and multiple entry and exit points
to accommodate guests.
‘‘As the clients were a retiring
couple moving to their dream
home, it required the home to
have most of the living areas on
one level,’’ she says.
‘‘For future use, (the lift) will
enable them to access the ground
and upper floors for years to come
and they have also created privacy
for visitors through their own
entry and exit points.’’
The owners were committed to
creating a modern property and

LOWEST HOME LOANS RANKED BY AAPR%

11/5-7 Princes Hwy, Figtree
Price: $324,000
A large two-bedroom unit with balcony and
secure car space. Close to Westfield Figtree. An
ideal investment opportunity. Contact Ben
Mitrevski, Elders Wollongong, 4228 7878

SUBURB SNAPSHOT
A giant fig tree, which had to be cut down in 1996
because of disease, gave rise to the suburb’s name.
It was a well-known landmark.
In the 1850s, Central Illawarra, as it was known,
had only one main road which passed through
Figtree, as well as a number of branch roads.
One of the earliest roads over the escarpment was
O’Brien’s Rd which ran between the fig tree and
Appin. Cornelius O’Brien from Bulli proposed to
develop the track to make a cattle road from the
Illawarra to Appin. Today’s O’Brien’s Rd at Figtree is
the beginning of the original track.
Fig Tree Park was proclaimed in 1903. The
Westfield shopping centre opened in 1965 and by
1974 had expanded to a full regional centre, while
Figtree Private Hospital opened in 1979. In 2006
Figtree’s population was 10,386.

One of the multiple entry and exit points of the home to
accommodate the owners and their guests.

the materials selected in the
construction process aimed to
reflect the contemporary design

Institution

Product

Rate

Lumpsum
AAPR Payment Repayments
frequencies allowed

HSBC
Mortgage House of Aust
Credit Union Australia
Qantas Staff CU
mecu
IMB Limited
Select Credit Union
HomeSide Lending
Newcastle Permanent
IllawarraCU NSW

Home Rewards Loan
Pure Basic
Standard Variable
Step Ahead Var <$500K
First Home Buyers Loan
Budget Home Loan
Super Mortgage Loan
HomePlus Pkg
Premium Plus Pkg <$500k
Basic Home Loan

6.64
6.20
6.37
6.24
6.34
6.27
6.34
6.32
6.24
6.32

6.06
wfm
6.19
dwfm
6.22
wfm
6.24
wfm
6.37
wfm
6.37
wfm
6.37
dwfm
6.39
wfm
6.40
6.41 d w f m q s a

Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Source: CANSTAR CANNEX 04-05-10
Notes: The AAPR is calculated on a $250,000 loan over 25 years and includes any upfront, ongoing and discharge fees where
applicable. Disclaimer: The information in this table is provided as a guide only. Neither CANSTAR CANNEX nor the Providers
warrants the accuracy of any information and neither is responsible for any loss, damage or expense incurred by you as a
result of use of the data herein. In most cases, the rates indicated are available to new customers only. It is recommended that
you confirm it with the Provider before acting on it. Source: www.canstarcannex.com.au

including durable timber, polished
concrete and painted plasterboard.
EMMA SPILLETT

House median price*: $390,000 (1 per cent
growth). Unit median price $249,000 (10 per cent
growth)
Currently on the market: 187
Average days on market: 76 properties
* 12 months to February 2010. Source: APM

CANSTAR CANNEX STAR RATED PREMIUM VARIABLE HOME LOANS
Institution

Product

Select Credit Union
Super Mortgage Loan
Newcastle Permanent Premium Plus Pkg <$500k
nab
Tailor Choice Pkg $250k+
NSW Teachers Credit Un Smart HLoan Rewards Pkg
Holiday Coast CU
Home Sweet Home Ln$250k+
ANZ Bank
anz@work Package <$700k
ANZ Bank
Prof Mort Pkg <$700k
ANZ Bank
Breakfree Pkg $250k+
St George Bank
SV Advantage Pkg $250k+
Qantas Staff CU
Step Ahead Var <$500K

Rate AAPR

6.34
6.24
6.29
6.44
6.50
6.56
6.56
6.46
6.48
6.24

6.37
6.40
6.50
6.58
6.60
6.61
6.62
6.65
6.69
6.24

Payment Principal + Star
frequencies interest rating

dwfm
wfm
wfm
dwfm
wfm
wfm
wfm
wfm
wfm

Both
Both
Both
P+I
Both
Both
Both
Both
Both
IO

Source: CANSTAR CANNEX 04-05-10
Notes: CANSTAR CANNEX star ratings is an independent analysis of products by combining the rates and fees over 24 months and
an assessment on over 100 features and flexibilities. Stars from 1 to 5 are awarded to products in the top 75% only.
Source: www.canstarcannex.com.au

STOCKTAKE SALE

2091577

Exclusive Imported Italian Nicoletti Lounge Suites

PTY LTD

*LIMITED FLOOR STOCK ONLY & REASONABLE OFFERS CONSIDERED

This is a rare opportunity to buy top quality lounge suites made in Italy,
casual dining settings & a large range in Lowline entertainment units

COME TO NORTH SIDE OF WOLLONGONG
Open 7 days 9am to 5pm
429 Princes Highway, Corrimal 4284 3778
|

Website: www.illawarramercury.com.au
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...AND FIND THE BEST QUALITY FURNITURE YOU ARE LOOKING FOR!

